
A Briefing for Parents
By Mrs. Fountain





 To raise standards. 

 The new curriculum has more focus on 
essential core subject knowledge and skills 
such as spelling, punctuation, times tables 
and computer programming.

DfES Main Aim




English:

 Stronger emphasis on vocabulary development, 
grammar, punctuation and spelling (for example, the use 
of commas and apostrophes will be taught in KS1). RPS 
already teaching.

 High profile on phonics and reading for pleasure. RPS 
already teaching.

 Spoken English has a greater emphasis, with children to 
be taught debating and presenting skills. RPS already 
teaching.

What are the main changes?




 Five-year-olds expected to learn to count up to 100. KS1 

learn number bonds to 20. RPS already teaching.

 Simple fractions (1/4 & 1/2) taught from KS1. By end of 
primary, children should be able to convert decimal 
fractions to simple fractions (e.g. 0.375 = 3/8). RPS already 
teaching.

 By the end of Y4 children will be expected to know times 
tables up to 12x12. RPS already teaching.

 Calculators will not be introduced until near the end of 
KS2, to encourage mental arithmetic. 

 Content from KS3 filtering down to UKS2 e.g. algebra. 
RPS already teaching.

Maths




 Stronger focus on scientific knowledge and 

language. 

 Evolution will be taught in primary schools for the 
first time.

Science




 Greater importance under the new curriculum, 

setting children on the path to becoming 
the designers and engineers of the future.

 More sophisticated use of design equipment such as 
electronics and robotics.

 In KS2, children will learn about how key events and 
individuals in design and technology have shaped 
the world.

Design & Technology





 Understand and apply the principles of nutrition and 
learn how to cook. (RPS already teaching.)

 By the end of KS2 - prepare and cook a variety of 
predominantly savoury dishes using a range of 
cooking techniques. (RPS already teaching, although 
to organise further cooking in KS2).

D&T - Food Technology 




 Greater focus on programming rather than on 

operating programs.

 From age five, children will learn to write and test 
simple programs, and to organise, store and retrieve 
data. From seven, they will be taught to understand 
computer networks, including the internet.

 Internet safety – currently only taught from 11-16 –
will be taught in primary schools. RPS already 
teaching.

ICT/Computing




 Know and understand the history of these islands as 

a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest 
times to the present day: how people’s lives have 
shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced 
and been influenced by the wider world.

 KS2 - Stone age to Iron age.

History




 Currently not statutory, a modern foreign language 

or ancient language, Latin or Greek will be 
mandatory in KS2. 

 Children will be expected to master basic grammar 
and accurate pronunciation and to converse, present, 
read and write in the language. RPS already teach 
French.

Languages




 The Department for Education is currently in the 

process of reforming KS2 tests, but details have not yet 
been published.

 Y2 and Y6 Sats May 2016 covering new curriculum.

Standardised Tests





 National curriculum levels will be removed.

 Schools will be free to develop their own 
assessments based on coverage of the N.C.

 The purpose is to allow schools to further 
enrich a pupil’s understanding by exploring 
higher-level skills, but within the content 
domain of the phase. (Mastering new 
concepts - Wider and Deeper).

Assessments




 Ensure those children in Y2 and Y6 for 2014/15 receive 

teaching coverage from the ‘old and new curriculum’.

 Work closely with our cluster of schools to continue 
‘sharing resources and good practice’.

 Continue to prioritise phonics, spelling.

 Higher focus on times tables.

 Target presentation of pupils work.

 Extend computing resources.

 Extend cooking a range of savoury dishes into KS2.

Rothersthorpe Priorities





 Coffee morning in September where Mrs. 
Fountain will share the school development 
plan for 2014/15.

Rothersthorpe CE Primary School 
Development Plan 2014/15


